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My deep end:
United Nations 

Biodiversity 
Conference 

The conference ran three concurrent meetings:
• The fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD, COP-14)

• The ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CP-MOP-9)

• The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from
their Utilization (NP-MOP-3)



COPMOP2018

• The Parties to the Convention discuss on
a variety of thematic and cross-cutting
issues that set global and national policy
directions for the protection of
biodiversity

• Under the Convention and also under its 
two Protocols, governments address 
important questions raised by emerging 
technologies, including synthetic biology 
and digital sequence information 



International service for the 
acquisition of agri-biotech 
applications (ISAAA):

• Not-for-profit international organization that shares the benefits of
crop biotechnology to various stakeholders, particularly resource-poor
farmers in developing countries through knowledge sharing initiatives
and the transfer and delivery of biotechnology applications

• Other services: capacity building for policy makers and scientists;
regulatory oversight on such issues as biosafety and food safety;
impact assessment, and science communication



Stronger together
• They all believe that policy decisions about science and 

technology should be taken with scientific knowledge

• It is crucial in such huge conference with multiple sessions 
happening at the same time to have a critical mass of 
people



A typical day:

early morning briefing and
then a full day of
negotiations/declarations/
discussions



Statements

the opportunity to talk and be heard by all the parties



Side events



How fake news starts



Contact groups

• For certain issues that require longer 
negotiations

• It is a strenuous process 
• The output are documents which will 

guide international policy, so 
incredibly important



The epiphany
I realised that a lot of the scientist’s frustration 

comes from these meetings  but scientists are not 
there

As a plant biotechnologist, I have been directly 
affected by political decisions many times and 

mostly in a negative way

That is why I feel motivated in the communication 
and engagement aspect I recently discovered. To try 

avoid a repetition of the events that led to the 
demonization of GMOs



Conclusions from the conference

Synthetic biology, gene drive technology, and digital sequence information (DSI) 
on genetic resources were the most debated topics

Parties to the convention took positions on these topics, with decision for further 
studies and discussions under a number of Ad Hoc Technical Expert Groups 
(AHTEG) adopted

Voluntary guidelines were also adopted on the design and effective 
implementation of ecosystem-based approaches to climate change adaptation 
and disaster risk reduction, as well as repatriation of traditional knowledge and 
integration of protected areas



Considerations

Scientists don’t participate enough to 
the policy discussions in matters that 

impact their work

• Because they are not aware of such 
discussions/conference

• Because they are not trained in 
communication

NGOs like ISAAA are central to the 
communication process

• They really push scientist to be more 
“accessible” 

• They are crucial in the translation of 
research results to the actual 
potential user



Considerations

It is essential that more scientists start to actively participate in these 
conferences and give their informed opinion on scientific matters

Scientists need to inform and to communicate with people in general

A language that can be understood by layman regulators and scientists  
has to be spoken



Starting with 
small actions

Short course on GMO risk 
analysis by Biosafety SA at
Stellenbosch University

Spread awareness about the 
opportunity for scientists to 
contribute to the policy 
decision



Thanks



QUESTIONS?


