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My deep end:

United Nations
Biodiversity
Conference

The conference ran three concurrent meetings:

e The fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD, COP-14)

* The ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CP-MOP-9)

 The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from
their Utilization (NP-MOP-3)
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* The Parties to the Convention discuss on
a variety of thematic and cross-cutting
issues that set global and national policy
directions for the protection of
biodiversity

e Under the Convention and also under its
two Protocols, governments address
l important questions raised by emerging
technologies, including synthetic biology
and digital sequence information



* Not-for-profit international organization that shares the benefits of
crop biotechnology to various stakeholders, particularly resource-poor

Internatlonal SEIVICE for the farmers in developing countries through knowledge sharing initiatives
3 Cq U |S|t|O N Of agri_ b | otec h and the transfer and delivery of biotechnology applications

Other services: capacity building for policy makers and scientists;

app“CatiOnS (lSAAA) regulatory oversight on such issues as biosafety and food safety;

impact assessment, and science communication
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Stronger together M ALTIANCE FOR SCIENCE

a global initiative for science-based communications

* They all believe that policy decisions about science and :
technology should be taken with scientific knowledge

* ltis crucial in such huge conference with multiple sessions ASAAA PRR}I
happening at the same time to have a critical mass of COr AGRIBIOTECH

APPLICATIONS Public Research & Regulation Initiative
people




A typical day:

early morning briefing and
then a full day of
negotiations/declarations/
discussions
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Statements
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LMOs, SynBio and DSI:

Experiences from farmers and young scientists

November 22| 1:15 PM
El Salam - Contact Group 4 Room
Building 2

Speakers
Edwin Paraluman, farmer, Philippines
This side-event is organised by ISAAA, the Geoffrey Otim (SynBio Africa)
Alliance for Science, the German
Association for Synthetic Biology, iGem, o
PRRI and SynBio Africa. The event aims to for Synthetic Biology)
present experiences by farmers with *first Noemi Santamaria (University of Basel)
generation’ LMOs and by young scientists
working in the field of Synthetic Biology
and Digital Sequence Information Luders, Aiswarya Prasad, Justin Vigar
(IGEM Foundation)

Fabian Rohden (German Association

Ana Sifuentes, Nina Jerala, Janina

Lunch will be provided.

Presented By:

Side events
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Contact groups

* For certain issues that require longer
negotiations

* |tis astrenuous process

* The output are documents which will

| | guide international policy, so
[3.  Agrees that regular horizon scanning, monitoring and assessing ofa incredibly importa nt

ents is needed for reviewing new information regarding the potential positive
ve impacts of synthetic biology vis-a-vis the three objectives of the Convention and t
Protocols:]
[3 alt  Agrees that regular horizon scanning, monitoring and assessing of developments, i
those that may result from genome editing, is needed for reviewing new information regarding the po
positive and potential negative impacts of synthetic biology vis-a-vis the three objectives of the Convention

and those of its Protocols:]

i VTS e

* CONTACT GROUP ON SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY

[10. Calls upon Parties and other Governments, taking into account the current uncertainty
regarding engineered gene drives, to apply a precautionary approach,[1] in accordance with the obie:s

of the Convention:]

[10 bis. Also calls upon Parties and other Governments to consider releasing

ntaining enoineered gene drives, including for experimental purposes, only if compr



© The epiphany -

| realised that a lot of the scientist’s frustration
comes from these meetings but scientists are not
there

As a plant biotechnologist, | have been directly
affected by political decisions many times and
mostly in a negative way

L7~ Thatis why | feel motivated in the communication
7" and engagement aspect | recently discovered. To try
~avoid a repetition of the events that led to the, 3
demonization of GMOs



Synthetic biology, gene drive technology, and digital sequence information (DSI)
on genetic resources were the most debated topics

Parties to the convention took positions on these topics, with decision for further
studies and discussions under a number of Ad Hoc Technical Expert Groups
(AHTEG) adopted




Scientists don’t participate enough to
the policy discussions in matters that
impact their work

NGOs like ISAAA are central to the
communication process

e Because they are not aware of such e They really push scientist to be more
discussions/conference “accessible”

e Because they are not trained in e They are crucial in the translation of
communication research results to the actual

potential user



It is essential that more scientists start to actively participate in these
conferences and give their informed opinion on scientific matters

Scientists need to inform and to communicate with people in general

A language that can be understood by layman regulators and scientists
has to be spoken




Starting with
small actions

Short course on GMO risk
analysis by Biosafety SA at
Stellenbosch University

Spread awareness about the
opportunity for scientists to
contribute to the policy
decision
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