
Rethinking the bioeconomy
in the biodiverse global South 







Dual economies, diverse histories, different drivers



WHAT IS THE BIO-ECONOMY? 

▪ European Commission: “…. the production of 
renewable biological resources and the conversion 
of these resources and waste streams into value-
added products, such as food, feed, bio-based 
products and bioenergy.” 

▪ OECD: “A world where biotechnology contributes to 
a significant share of economic output which needs 
to be contextualized within a Green Economy”.

▪ US: “Economic activity that is fueled by research 
and innovation in the biological sciences “(2012 
National Bio-Economy Blueprint)



SOUTH AFRICAN DEFINITION 
(BIOECONOMY STRATEGY)

Activities that make use of bio-
innovations, based on biological 
sources, materials and processes to 
generate sustainable economic, 
social and environmental 
development.
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Emerging …? 
‘Agro/Bio-

ecology/Justice 
Vision’



Hausknost et al, 2017



Who benefits and 
how?

Biotech emphasis 
contested: GE 

risks?

Can IKS really 
deliver 

economic 
benefits?ABS laws?

Rights and 
ethics?

Responsible 
innovation and  
social impacts?

Commodifying
world view 
contested



“… encompasses the 
businesses and economic 
activities that either directly 
depend on biodiversity for 
their core business or that 
contribute to conservation of 
biodiversity through their 
activities.” Includes 
bioprospecting and its 
application in a wide range of 
applications, as well as 
traditional knowledge.
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“Green Revolution”: 

“Green Transformation”: 

• (3) “Green Growth”: green markets as an economic opportunity, 
expansionist vision, focus on technological solutions, commodification 
of ecosystem ‘services

“Green Resilience”: 



What is the influence of external and global driven agendas on South Africa’s Bioeconomy vision? 

How can we develop transformative visions for more just and rights-based approaches for biodiversity-based 
livelihoods? 

What participatory processes should be pursued to ensure that choices made are truly representative of wider 
society?

In light of these questions – how do we respond to the increasing move towards ‘intangibles – and the use of 
new genetic technologies

Questions for Discussion


